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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

U.S. CROSS COUNTRY

SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

All races are at Kincaid Park in Anchorage

Welcome to Nationals!

The 2025 U.S. Cross Country Skiing Championships are the
premier U.S. event of the season. These events determine all U.S.
National Champions. Competitors include top club racers, foreign
skiers, and members of the U.S. Ski Team. This event is open to all
USSA and FIS competitors.

The U.S. Cross Country Championships is a part of the Super-
Tour; double SuperTour points are awarded during the champion-
ships. SuperTour races are used in selection for elite teams such
as World Championships, Continental Cup and the Olympics.

Qualifying Races

In addition to sizzling senior athletes tearing up the course, the
U.S. Cross Country Championships are also an avenue for young
seniors and top junior athletes to qualify and represent Team USA
for elite international racing teams.

For more information about the 2025 U.S. Cross Country Cham-
pionships, visit usnationalsanchorage2025.com and facebook.
com/USXCNationals2025/.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2

10KM INTERVAL START
FREE TECHNIQUE

11 a.m.-1 p.m. — Men’s 10km Interval Start
1-3 p.m. — Women’s 10km Interval Start

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4

1.4KM CLASSIC SPRINT

10-11:30 a.m. — Qualification (Women then Men)
12:30-4 p.m. — Finals (Women/Men, U20 Women/
Men)

Watch all races live online! Find the link to
races at usnationalsanchorage2025.com
and facebook.com/USXCNationals2025/.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5

20KM OPEN MEN & WOMEN,
10KM U20 MEN & WOMEN
CLASSIC MASS START

11 a.m. — Open Men
12:30 p.m. — Open Women
2 p.m. — U20 Men

2:30 p.m. — U20 Women

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7

1.4KM FREE TECHNIQUE SPRINT
(U.S. SUPERTOUR)

10-11:30 a.m. — Qualification (Women then Men)
12:30-4 p.m. — Finals (Women/Men, U20 Women/Men)

See race maps on PAGES 5-7.

PHOTO BY DUSTIN SATLOFF/U.S. SKI TEAM

Kendall Kramer of Fairbanks takes on the 2024 Stifel Loppet Cup 10km freestyle individual start course at Theodore Wirth Park in Minneapolis.
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Welcome (to our) home!

BY GRETA ANDERSON
U.S. Ski Team Development Coach

This year, the U.S. skiing community is coming to us in Alaska!
Welcome everyone: to the park at the airport, the park at the Pacific
Ocean, the park at the top of the (ski) World.

It’s a long travel and I am delighted you’ve made the journey.
Thank you for coming.

In my role now, as the U.S. Ski Team Development Coach, I spend
between five and six months each year on the road fulfilling job du-
ties. Anchorage is my home and
remains my launch point. As I
tell folks; my family, my gear, my
“home” club, and my trails are here.
When I leave, I generally get the
pleasure of continuing another seg-
ment of an ongoing tour of the most
exquisite ski venues in the World, in
the summertime, and in the winter,
too. Those travels have unveiled to
me just how good we have it here in
Anchorage.

My childhood home sits just
outside the park boundary, so I have
long joked that Kincaid Park was my babysitter growing up. What’s
safer than a kid zooming around on skis in the woods with the bears
and the moose? Probably most things but that’s an article for another
time. What makes this place home? My first coaches are here and
still spotted frequenting the trails, my first coaching job was here,
my first ‘successes’ (hello Nordic Skiing Association of Anchorage’s . PHOTOBY US. SKITEAM

As a high school senior, Anchorage’s Kimball Murphy raced for Team U.S.A. in Feb. 2024 at
See HOME, Page 4 the Coop FIS Cross-Country World Cup races in Canmore, Canada.

Anderson

An injury can happen anywhere.
Fortunately, we are neark
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OPA Injury Walk-in Clinics are conveniently located to serve anyone suffering from a recent sports
injury, work injury, or other non-life-threatening orthopedic injury or condition may walk in —
without an appointment — during our injury walk-in hours. Adult and pediatric* patients welcome.

(*Children under 2 years old with non-weight-bearing orthopedic injuries should also go directly to an E.R. where the services of an anesthesiologist are readily accessible.)

ANCHORAGE EAGLE RIVER WASILLA \"'
3801 Lake Otis Pkwy. 13015 Old Glenn Hwy. 3125 E Meridian Park Loop \’ ORTHOPEDIC
Mon - Fri, 10am-6pm Mon - Fri, 8am-4:30pm Mon - Sat, 12pm-6pm §‘ PHYSICIANS
Sat - Sun, 11am-6pm e S ALAS KA

For more information, please call (907) 562-2277, or visit OPALASKA.COM
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member to work the transitions — and steer clear of
the moose! Oh! And no need to buy a trail pass, but
if you want to donate to a membership to the Nordic

HOME

Continued from Page 3

Junior Nordic Cookie Tour, Ski 4 Kids and Tour of

., ..lll:“.lll';jf:'_

Anchorage), and my first failures (learning to skate, Skiing Association of Anchorage, that’s kind of how A

getting to know the joys and woes of Klister) ...
among so many other “firsts”: my first ever formal
intervals were on Birkie’s Climb.

I am excited that at the National Championships
event this week, we will qualify our World Junior &
Under 23 Ski Championship Team, U18 Scandina-
vian Trip Team, and several members of our World
Championship Team for Trondheim in February.
World-class trails for world-class skiers. Right here
in our backyard.

Speaking on behalf of all of us, we are delighted
to share this with you.

Thank you for coming, have a great time, re-

we get the “BIG” stuff done around these parts.
Because skiing here is priceless, we haven’t put a
price on it.

Volunteers: Thank you for making this possible
& fabulous, y’all look sharp in those new jackets.

Racers: Good luck, lay it all out there!

Everyone else: Enjoy the series, it’s a special
event.

It turns out, if you grow up skiing in Anchorage,
you don’t have to go very far from home to make it
very far in the sport. I am eager to see where this
journey will take us.

See you on the trails!

A =l

PHOTO BY DUSTIN SATLOFF/U.S. SKI TEAM

Anchorage’s Luke Jager during the Stifel Loppet Cup freestyle sprint in February 2024 in Minneapolis.
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LS. CROSS COUNTRY

SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025

The 2025 U.S. Cross Country Nationals is an
open event that invites clubs and racers from
all around the country to compete head-to-
head. Many elite teams will be picked from this
competition, including teams and individuals
who will compete and represent their states
and country in the following events:

2025 JUNIOR AND UNDER23
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS

February 3-9
Bergamo-Schilpario, Italy
jwsc2025.it/jwsc-2025/

2025 U18 SCANDINAVIAN TRIP

February 15-24
Gjoevik, Vind, Norway
campra.ch/events/gara-sci-di-fondo-swiss-cup/

skiforbundet.no/arrangement/2024-
2025/2025vind/

2025 FIS NORDIC WORLD SKI
CHAMPIONSHIPS

February 26-March 9
Trondheim, Norway
trondheim2025.no/en/

2025 JUNIOR NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS

March 10-15
Soldier Hollow, UT

utaholympiclegacy.org/event/junior-xc-
nationals-2025/
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PHOTO BY GPOWERSFILM/U.S. SKI TEAM

Ava Thurston of Vermont climbs during the Stifel Loppet Cup freestyle sprint in February 2024 in Minneapolis. Ava, a skier and student at Dartmouth, is a 3-time Junior
National champion, 8-time Vermont State champion, and member of the U.S. 2024 Junior World Championships relay team that finished fourth in the 4x5k mixed-team

relay, just off the podium.
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Rules of Engagement

Welcome to Kincaid Park!
We’re glad you traveled near and

far to take in the 2025 U.S. Cross
Country Ski Championships. We want
this to be a spirited and fair event for
all participants. The race courses are
challenging for skiers and exciting for
spectators. In order to keep it fair for
competitors and fun for spectators,
we ask participants to be mindful of
the rules.

Competition Days

All race trails are closed to specta-
tors, whether skiing or on-foot traffic.
Only racers, coaches and officials
will be permitted on the race course.
Spectators will have designated areas
to watch and enjoy the races. Warm-
up and wax testing areas are open to
racers and coaches only.

Feel free to ski the other ski trails
of the Kincaid Park system. No ski
passes are required. If you are a ski-
ing and have not paid an entry fee, a
donation to the NSAA trail fund would
be appreciated. You can do this at
anchoragenordicski.com.

No Dogs Allowed
Cross-country skiing competitions
and dogs don’t mix. Please leave the
dogs at home. No dogs will be allowed
on the venue including the stadium,

ski trails, parking lots, and buildings
(service dogs exempted). This in-
cludes leashed dogs.

Stadium Access

All access to the stadium floor will
be via the bridge from the Chalet
parking lot to “Spectator Ridge.” It’s
aptly named as racers will pass by
this area for during races. Spectator
routes are designated for each com-
petition day. Walking, and sometimes
skiing, will be allowed to access these
vantage points. Great viewing spots
are on the ridge above the timing
building and by the stadium parking
lot. The stadium floor will not be open
for spectators.

Course controllers and stewards
will be posted at locations throughout
the stadium and race trails. Please
follow their directions as it is their
job to ensure the competition can
occur unimpeded. Remember, they
are volunteers out there to enjoy the
competition and to meet people from
across the country.

Information will be available at the
race office in the Chalet and kiosk in
the lower parking

lot. Start lists, results, course
maps, and spectator information will
be available at this location.

See ENGAGEMENT, Page 6

U.S. CROSS COUNTRY
SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS

1.4 K SPRINT,
CLASSIC TECHNIQUE
JANUARY 4, 2025

| START

4

/
)

U.S. CROSS COUNTRY
SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS

10KM, INTERVAL START,
FREE TECHNIQUE
JANUARY 2, 2025
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LEADER.

You can’t plan for
emergencies, but you can
prepare for them with a
LifeMed Alaska Emergency

Vasiq prov> Medevac Membership.

www.lifemedalaska.com
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Bunker Loop

Chalet Loop

ENGAGEMENT

Continued from Page 5

Parking

The Kincaid Park Chalet parking
lot is limited to athletes and officials,
and select volunteers. Spectator and
volunteer parking will be available in
the Stadium parking lot (behind

the scoreboard) and the overflow
lots. If you are carpooling, you can
drop off passengers or gear at the
chalet before parking in one of the
outer lots.

Non-Competition Days
All trails are open to all skiers. i
While the race trails offer exciting
opportunities to test your skiing :
skills, Kincaid Park has 60 kilome- "
ters of groomed ski trails. Each trail ks

is unique and offer great views of = -

Cook Inlet, the Alaska Range, Mount

] 5 SO T i el 3D
i i I B B
Susitna, the Chugach Mountains and, ;

of course, Mount McKinley and Mount
Foraker.

Moose

A resident population of moose
roams Kincaid Park. It’s the middle
of winter and the moose are tired and
generally interested only in survival,
making them unpredictable. Please
give them a wide berth. You may have
to stop and wait or even turn around
and find another route. On race day,
the course volunteers will do every-
thing possible to deal with the ungu-
lates but they can be stubborn and

U.S. CROSS COUNTRY
SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS

MASS START,
CLASSIC TECHNIQUE
JANUARY 5, 2025
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PHOTO BY DUSTIN SATLOFF/U.S. SKI TEAM
Vermont’s Will Koch climbs
during the Stifel Loppet Cup
freestyle sprint in February
2024 in Minneapolis. Will
was a member of the bronze-
medal winning U.S. men’s
relay team at the 2022 FIS
Junior World Championships
and last season as a junior
student-athlete at CU
Boulder, he was a leader
on the team won the 2024
NCAA Championship.

ornery.

J- RADIATION
* ONCOLOGY

IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

“US NATIONALS RACE

VISIT ANCHORAGERADDNC.COM

Pty

Proudly supports the
2025 U.5. Cross Country

Championships
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U.S. CROSS COUNTRY
SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS
MASS START,

CLASSIC TECHNIQUE
JANUARY 5, 2025

U.S. CROSS COUNTRY
SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS
U20, 10 KM, MASS START,
CLASSIC TECHNIQUE
JANUARY 5, 2025

U.S. SUPER TOUR

1.4 K SPRINT,
FREE TECHNIQUE
JANUARY 7, 2025

Dark Alje,

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

U.S. CROSS COUNTRY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 2025




2018 U.S. Nationals throwback

Alaskans defended their home trails the last time Nationals were tn Anchorage

Skiers with Alaska roots swept all
eight of the week’s national champi-
onships titles at the 2018 L.L..Bean
U.S. Cross Country Skiing National
Championships January 3-8 at Kin-
caid Park.

Kincaid Park offered a spectator-
friendly, athlete-challenging venue
while Alaska’s weather provided a
just-in-time dump of snow, plenty of
sunny bluebird skies, a few patches
of dramatic ice fog and awesome dis-
plays of alpenglow.

The biggest buzz was created by
Caitlin Patterson, who skied for South
Anchorage High School before mov-
ing to Vermont for college and eventu-
ally settling there. She returned to
Kincaid and swept all four women’s
U.S. National titles — the 10K freestyle,
the freestyle sprint, the 20K classic
and the classic sprint.

“It’s hard to put into words,” said
Patterson, who skied for Craftsbury
Green Project Racing, left Anchor-
age a six-time National champion.
“Amazing. Beyond what I could have
imagined.”

Reese Hanneman of Fairbanks
swept both 2018 Nationals sprint
events, the most dramatic his men’s
classic sprint win as he edged his
APU teammate Tyler Kornfield by .2
seconds to earn his fourth Nationals
sprint title — two freestyle, two classic.

Anchorage’s Kornfield had his own
day at the top of the podium, winning
the men’s 30K classic. Anchorage’s
SC(.)tt. Paterson, young er Slbhn.g O.f Caitlin Patterson returned to KincaidP;‘:IT'IT;A:?:\:;:;?;rlugg)::mv ] PHOTO BY JOSH NIVA
Caitlin, took the opening day win in women’s U.S. Nationals titles.
the men’s 15K freestyle.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL DINNEEN PHOTOGRAPHY
Scott Patterson started the racing with a bang, PHOTO BY MICHAEL DINNEEN PHOTOGRAPHY
winning the opening-day’s men’s 15K freestyle event  gkiers dig into the trails while spectators bask in the PHOTO BY MICHAEL DINNEEN PHOTOGRAPHY
by nearly a minute, despite blizzard conditions. alpenglow at Kincaid Park. Alaska’s Hannah Halvorsen lunges at the finish line.

F# s
PHOTO BY MICHAEL DINNEEN PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTO BY MICHAEL DINNEEN PHOTOGRAPHY
Fairbanks’ Reese Hanneman celebrated two sprint national titles during the week of Girdwood’s Chelsea Holmes blasts through the blizzard on her way to
racing. finishing third in the women’s 10K freestyle.
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2025 Nationals Organizing Committee

The 2025 U.S Cross Country Ski Championships Organizing Committee has worked hard
to bring you this premier racing event! In addition to this committee, there are many more
volunteers involved. For a complete list that covers the race’s committee and volunteer

positions, please visit usnationalsanchorage2025.com.
Event Consultant

Event Co-Chair Chief of Athlete Care Chief of Bibs
Ida Gullett Laarni Power Joey Eski Joey Caterinichio
Event Co-Chair Chief of Timing Chief of Chalet Municipality of Anchorage Liaisons
Will Earnhart Dan Schwartz Tasha Lucas Brad Cooke & Connor Robinson
Chief of Partnerships Chief of Start Chief of Hospitality U.S. Ski and Snowboard
Kikkan Randall Lin Hinderman Maddy Maurer Bryan Fish & Greta Anderson
Chief of Volunteers Chief of Finish Chief of Ceremony Zone4 Timing
Lisa Maurer Tim Brabets Sara Miller Dan Roycroft
Chief of Competition Chief of Radios Chief of Parking Technical Delegate
Matt Pauli Tim Stone Art Harmon Gary Larsen
Chief of Course Chief of Transponders Chief of Waxing/Bunker Asst. Technical Delegate
Wayne Eski John Power Larry Martin Ben Nemeth
Chief of Equipment Control Chief of Medical Chief of Banners Jury Members
John Estle Pete Mjos Blain Anderson Bryan Fish, Colin Fay
Chief of Doping Control Chief of Livestreaming Jury Liaison
Mike Cook Paige Ripley

Chief of Forerunners
Tyler Henegan

Chief of Stadium
Buzz Scher

Mike Beiergrohslein

Chief of Data Management
Lauri Bassett

Stadium Announcer
Adam Verrier

Livestream Announcer

Chief of Media & PR

Josh Niva Nina Kemppel

Chief of Course Control
Scott Jerome
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Events like the 2025 U.S. Cross Country Ski Championships, and many programs and events hosted by the Nordic Skiing Association of Anchorage, depends on a
community of volunteers, like this amazing group from the 2018 U.S. Cross Country Ski Championships at Kincaid Park.

THANK YOU TO THESE IN-KIND SPONSORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS GIFTS THAT FUEL THE 2025 U.S. NATIONALS!
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Many Alaska connections on the U.S. Ski Team
B

Ten elite cross-country skiers and one coach
with Alaska connections are currently members of
the U.S. Ski & Snowboard’s Cross-Country team.
Some are lifelong Alaskans, some grew up else-
where but now train with Alaska programs. While
most of these Alaska athletes will likely be compet-
ing on the World Cup circuit during the 2025 U.S.
Nationals, a few will likely be in Anchorage for Na-
tionals. Many skied at the 2018 U.S. Nationals or the
2019 U.S. Junior Nationals during their last rotation
at Kincaid Park in Anchorage

ROSIE BRENNAN

Team: U.S. Cross-Country A
Born: 12/2/1988
Hometown: Park City, UT

Club: Alaska Pacific
University Nordic Ski Center

School: Dartmouth College

A four-time U.S.
champion, 2018 and 2022
Olympian, and ranked in
the top-10 in the world for
cross-country skiing as of the
strongest and most dominant athletes on the World Cup circuit.
As she enters her 12th year on the national team, she has over
225+ World Cup starts, 12 podiums and two victories. Rosie has
represented the USA at two Olympic games, starting in seven
races, with her best result landing her fourth in the sprint. She
was the first American to hold the overall World Cup leader’s bib,
World Cup sprint leader’s bib and the World Cup distance leader’s
bib all at the same time - showing her versatility in distances and
techniques.

JAMES “JC”
SCHOONMAKER

Team: U.S. Cross-Country A
Born: 8/12/2000
Hometown: Tahoe City, CA

Club: Alaska Pacific
University Nordic Ski Center
School: University of Alaska
Anchorage

Entering his fifth year on
the team. JC scored World
Cup points in his first World
Cup start and, just a few
years later, was on the podium in Ostersund in the sprint, marking
a historic moment for the men’s U.S. team by bringing the first of
what was three men’s podiums during the 2023-24 season. He
was an NCAA All-American at UAA, the 2022 U.S. Freestyle sprint
champion, and a member of the 2022-23 World Championships
team, where he landed in the top 10 in the sprint.

GUS SCHUMACHER

Team: U.S. Cross-Country A
Born: 7/25/2000
Hometown: Anchorage, AK

Club: Alaska Pacific
University Nordic Ski Center
School: University of Alaska
Anchorage

Has been on the U.S.
Cross Country Ski Team
since the 2018-19 season
and is coming off a historic
win in the Stifel Loppet Cup
in Minneapolis. His first-ever World Cup win was in front of nearly
40,000 fans and he became the youngest U.S. athlete ever
to win a World Cup and the first American man to win a World
Cup in over 43 years. The 2022 Olympian is also the first-ever
American to win a gold medal at the FIS Junior World Cross
Country Championships. He was a key member of the 2019
Junior Men’s World Championship relay team, skiing the anchor
leg with Luke Jager, Ben Ogden and John Steel Hagenbuch. He
also secured one of the best American results at the FIS Tour de
Ski, 18th place in 2021.

MICHAEL
EARNHART

Team: U.S. Cross-Country B
Born: 8/11/2002
Hometown: Anchorage, AK

Club: Alaska Pacific
University Nordic Ski Center
A 2022 bronze-medal-
winner U.S. men’s relay team

member at the 2022 FIS
Junior World Championships,
Michael joined the
Development Team for the 2022-23 season and has since moved
up to the B Team. During the 2023-24 season, he collected three
top-5 results at the U.S. National Championships, including a
second-place result in the classic sprint at Solider Hollow Nordic
Center. Then, he went on to start his career first World Cup in
Canmore, Alberta.

LUKE JAGER

Team: U.S. Cross-Country B
Born: 1/17/2000
Hometown: Anchorage, AK
Club: Alaska Pacific
University Nordic Ski Center
School: University of Utah

The three-time Junior
World Championship
medalist also progressed his
way to representing the USA
at the 2022 Olympic Winter
Games, where he impressively finished in the top 30. During
the 2023-24 season, Luke became a two-time U.S. National
Champion. In 2023, Luke took home the title in the 20k classic,
and, last year, in the classic sprint.

NOVIE MCCABE

Team: U.S. Cross-Country B
Born: 12/15/2001
Hometown: Winthrop, WA

Club: Alaska Pacific
University Nordic Ski Center
School: University of Utah

The three-time NCAA
Champion and 2022 Winter
Olympian notably swept the
2023 NCAA Championships
in Lake Placid, NY, winning
both classic and skate races.
This impressive achievement among others led her to compete in
the 2022 Olympics where she placed in the Top 10 in the 4x5k
relay. On the World Cup circuit, Novie is consistently in the mix,
securing several top-30 results. Her best World Cup individual
result goes back to the 2022 Tour de Ski in the final race - the
Hill Climb. Known as one, if not the, hardest race on the Tour,
Novie crossed the line in seventh.

ZANDEN
MCMULLEN

Team: U.S. Cross-Country B
Born: 5/31/2001
Hometown: Anchorage, AK

Club: Alaska Pacific
University Nordic Ski Center

Zanden racked up career-
best results weekend after
weekend on the 2023-24
World Cup circuit. At the
culmination of the season,
he was ranked third in the
World for men under the age of 23 (U23 category). This season,
he’s looking to continue that trend. Throughout his career,
Zanden has landed on the U.S. National Championship podium
four times and represented the USA at the 2023 U23 World Ski
Championships, placing in the top 20 in the 20k classic and 10k
skate.

MURPHY KIMBALL

Team: U.S. Cross-Country
Development

Born: 7/16/2006
Hometown: Anchorage, AK
Club: Alaska Winter Stars

College: University of Alaska
Anchorage

A dynamic skier who is
starting his career with the
Stifel U.S. Cross Country
Ski Team this 2024-25
season. At 17, he made history as one of the youngest American
males to compete in a World Cup race, rubbing shoulders with
Olympic medalists and nearly cracking the Top 30. Then, back
home, he led his West Anchorage high school ski team to a
state championship and claimed his state title in a photo finish.
A Junior National Champion in the sprint, has his sights set on
making the A Team and continuing his top-level sprinting.

KENDALL KRAMER

Team: U.S. Cross-Country
Development

Born: 6/26/2002
Hometown: Fairbanks, AK

Club: Alaska Pacific
University Nordic Ski Center
College: University of Alaska
Fairbanks

Throughout her career,
Kramer has had solid results,
notably her fourth place in
the 15k classic mass start
at the 2019 Junior World Ski
Championships and fourth in the 4x3.3k relay. More so, Kramer
was a vital member of the 2020 silver-medal-winning Junior World
Championship team in the 4x3.3k relay. Kramer had her World
Cup debut in Quebec in 2019.

DEREK
RICHARDSON

Team: U.S. Cross-Country
Development

Born: 5/21/2004

Club: Alaska Pacific
University Nordic Ski Center

Derek “Buster” Richardson
rejoins the Stifel U.S. Cross
Country Ski Team D Team
this season. Originally hailing
from Washington, Buster
moved to Alaska to train with
the Alaska Pacific University ski club.

GRETA ANDERSON

U.S. Cross-Country
Development Team Coach

Named coach before
the 2021-2022 season, a
2021 US Ski & Snowboard
press release noted that
“Anderson’s role will be
primarily focused on
supporting all aspects of
leadership and logistics
surrounding the U.S.
Development Pathway,
including National
Training Group camps, U.S. Nationals and Junior/U23 World
Championships, Europa Cup, select SuperTour and other national-
level competitions, as well as working on Coaches’ Education and
Certification. Anderson has coached a number of current athletes
on the Team, including Novie McCabe, Gus Schumacher, Hunter
Wonders, Luke Jager, and Zanden McMullen.”

“I feel like I've just been part of such legendary programs,”
said Anderson, who skied for Alaska Winter Stars and Alaska
Pacific University. “And | had such a good experience as a junior
skier, that | can only hope that we can continue to stitch together
great programs across the country. I'm really looking forward to
collaborating with our staff to get our athletes to the starting line
in Europe prepared.”
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Nordic Skiing Association of Anchorage

A 60-year legacy of Alaska cross-country skiing adventures and healthy outdoor activities

The Nordic Skiing Association of
Anchorage (NSAA), celebrated its
60th year of operations in 2024. When
the club began, there were no dedicat-
ed cross-country ski trails, ski jumps,
or biathlon ranges in the Anchorage
area. To say NSAA and the Anchor-
age Nordic skiing community have
come a long way is a major under-
statement.

Known as the Nordic Ski Club of
Anchorage in its early years, the club
started with 40 members; in the 2023-
24 season, it had more than 4,000.
Fueled by membership, donations
and sponsorships (trail use is free
in Anchorage), NSAA maintains 100
miles of trails in Anchorage and its
surrounding areas year-round, from
summer maintenance, rehabilitation
and restorative work to its renowned
winter grooming. Last season, NSAA
groomed 6,575 miles of trails, the
same distance as driving from L.A.
to New York City and back again! The
grooming season lasted 188 days, the
longest stretch for any Nordic opera-
tor in the country.

NSAA is also co-host of the 2025
U.S. Cross Country Skiing Champi-
onships, the ninth time for the orga-
nization! But NSAA isn’t just about
hosting national and international
competitions. NSAA’s mission is to
encourage healthy, active lifestyles for
all Alaskans through programming,
events, and trail maintenance.

NSAA’s primary values and pri-
orities are to facilitate accessibility
of year-round outdoor recreation;
inclusion and opportunity in the sport
of Nordic skiing; community health
and well-being through activity; and
environmental stewardship and
protection. NSAA’s Nordic skiing pro-
grams include Junior Nordic (ages 6-14
with nearly 1,000 kids participating
each season), Ski Jumping, Biathlon,
and Adult Lessons. NSAA also hosts
community and competitive events
that serves thousands of participants,
including a Solstice Tree Tour, Ski For
Women, SKi 4 Kids, Ski Train, and Ski

Swap. Supported races include the
Tour of Anchorage, the Anchorage Cup
race series, Anchorage School District
High School and Middle School racing
and the Besh Cup. NSAA hosted the
2024 U.S. Ski Jumping and Nordic
Combined Junior Nationals in Febru-

ary.

NSAA aims to grow participation
in programming, events, and recre-
ational use of Anchorage’s world-class
trail system by providing consistent
and reliable maintenance for free
public use. NSAA aims to maintain

NORDIC SKING
ASSOCIATION
OF ANCHORAGE

anchoragenordicski.com
facebook.com/anchoragenordicski

instagram.com/anchoragenordicski

an excellence of service that upholds
Anchorage as a premier venue for
national and international competi-
tion, and caretaking a trail system
and Kincaid Park venue that develops
Olympic champions.
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ConocoPhillips
Alaska

ConocoPhillips Alaska proudly
supports the 2025 U.S. Cross
Country Ski Championships.
Good luck to all participants!

Photo courtesy of NSAA
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